
All You Ever 
Wanted to 

Know About 
Second 

Grade… and 
probably 
more! 

 
Information for a successful 

second grade year! 
 



 
Welcome to second grade at Dickerson School!  This mini-handbook 
will outline some of the class policies and provide some information 

regarding our second grade experience!  If your question is not 
answered here, email me at any time – meltonn21@yahoo.com or 

Melissa.tonnessen@chester-nj.org   (my school email is always 
forwarded to my yahoo account!) 

 
ATTENDANCE 

 
Our school day starts promptly at 8:50, which is when I submit my 

attendance via Powerschool.  Once I’ve submitted, a child who enters 
the room even a second later (!!!)  is considered late, so he/she will 
be sent to the office for a late slip and will be marked Tardy for the 
day.  My rule of thumb:  it’s ALWAYS better to be early than to be 

late!!  But it’s always better to be late than absent!  If you know your 
child is going to be either absent or late (due to an early-morning 

appointment), an email or note to me is greatly appreciated.  Be sure 
to call the office if your child is absent IN ADDITION to letting me 

know.   
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Dickerson dismissal is 3:20 pm.  If AT ALL POSSIBLE, please send in 
a pickup note (or Scouts, MCAW, etc) with your child.  If plans have 

changed, PLEASE CALL THE SCHOOL.  While I do try to check my 
email during the course of the day, sometimes I can’t, and I wouldn’t 
want to miss a dismissal change.  If you call the school, they will be 
sure to get the message to me.  NEVER use the school’s voicemail – I 
don’t think I’ve even set mine up!!  If very necessary, you can text me 
at 908 797 8742.   If you email or text me, and I do not reply, it is 
probably because I haven’t seen your message, so be sure to CALL 

THE OFFICE. 
 

Please remind your child to give me any notes FIRST THING IN THE 
MORNING.  When writing notes, please indicate if it is an early pickup 
(before 3:20).  I do require a note EACH AND EVERY TIME your child 
is to be picked up, unless pick up is daily.  In other words, a note 

that says your child is to be picked up every Monday just won’t work 
for me!!! Thanks for understanding the craziness that is dismissal 

time! 
  



 
CLASSWORK and HOMEWORK 

 
There is a separate Homework Handbook in this folder, and it 

addresses the topic of classwork as well.  I know that children work 
at different paces, and some children need extra time to complete an 

assignment.  I almost always provide a period in the afternoon for 
children to do unfinished work while others read to themselves.  On 
rare occasions, I may send home an assignment that your child was 
unable to complete during class time so that he/she may complete it 

at home.  If your child is out of the room (at the nurse, speech, 
special classes, etc) and has missed an assignment, that can be 

completed at home.  If your child is absent, his/her assignments and 
paperwork will be waiting on his/her desk when your child returns.  

If you call the school, I can always bring that work to the office 
where you can pick it up.   If your child is going to be absent for a 

planned vacation, my policy is NOT to send home the work that your 
child will miss while away, since that often changes during the week.  
All assignments will be waiting on the desk upon your child’s return, 
and he/she can complete those over the course of the next few days.   

 
BIRTHDAYS and CLASS CELEBRATIONS 

 
We love to celebrate birthdays in class – even summer birthdays!  At 
the beginning of each month, I’ll send home a form letter letting you 
know when we plan to celebrate your child’s birthday.  The letter will 

outline our birthday celebration, which does not involve food, but 
does consist of a lighted candle, a few songs and an optional present 

that your child can give to the class.  If it’s nearing your child’s 
birthday, and you haven’t received this letter (because I’ve 

forgotten!!), please let me know. 
Your child may pass out invitations to parties at school ONLY if 
everyone in the class is invited.  Please remind your child not to 
spend too much time talking about a celebration that may not 

include everyone in the class.  If your child is invited to a party but 
cannot attend, please do not send the gift into school; please make 
other arrangements for giving it to the birthday child.  Little things 

like that can cause big problems during the school day! 
We have 4 major class celebrations during the year (Halloween, 

December holidays, Valentine’s Day and Earth Day/April).  All food 
will be purchased through our food service and our class 

representative will be responsible for organizing volunteers. We 
usually have about 5 volunteers per party.  See the Volunteer Form 

inside this folder for more information.  
 
 



RECESS 
 

We have recess every day after our lunch period, so be sure that 
your child has the appropriate outdoor clothing.  When the weather 
is cold, hats and gloves should be kept in coat sleeves or pockets; 
they may be forgotten if left in desks or backpacks.  Sneakers or 
closed-toe shoes are always preferred; flip-flops, slip-ons, crocs, 

heels, etc. are less-than-ideal playground shoes.  The principal and 
nurse both agree on this point.  If your child has been injured, a note 

written to the nurse and then approved by her is required for your 
child to miss recess and/or gym.  In this case, your child will spend 
those periods reading or working in the office.  If we have indoor 
recess, we will either go into the gym (where sneakers/soft soled 

shoes are required) or have free time in our classroom. 
 

TIPS 
 

I tell my class that I am “hot blooded” and I do like a very COOL 
classroom!  I always have a window open in winter and the a/c on as 

soon as it hits 70 (ok, 65!), so be sure to have your child keep a 
sweater/sweatshirt in his/her backpack, just in case!! 

 
I LOVE when parents return paperwork, permission slips, etc. in 

EARLY!  You’ll win a special place in my heart! 
 

Please be PUNCTUAL – if you’re attending a party, class program or 
activity, please be on time.  It’s better to be early than to miss 

something and to have your child disappointed.   
 

Have your child wear sneakers on gym days; there is no time for your 
child to change into sneakers before gym period. 

 
Check my website frequently; I usually post the spelling words ahead 

of time, as well as notes and forms for you to download if needed.  
Homework assignments will be listed, but not available for download. 

 
The more info, the better!  In this world of easy communication, I 

welcome emails or texts that help me know your child better.  If your 
child has had a difficult time with something, experienced a problem 

on the bus or playground that I may not be aware of, or any other 
info you think I should know, please don’t hesitate to share.  If don’t 

respond in 24 hours, resend, just in case I’ve missed it. 
 
 
 
 



 
BEHAVIOR IN THE CLASSROOM 

 
In keeping with our Hollywood classroom theme (who doesn’t love a good show!!), our 

behavior management system will help keep all students “ready for action!”  We will use 
a clip chart, and each day every one’s clip will be on the stage, ready to learn.  If a rule 
is broken, the child will move the clip down to TAKE 1, where a verbal warning is given.  
If another rule is broken, the clip moves to TAKE 2, and the child receives a 5 minute 

time out.  If a third rule is broken, the clip is moved down to TAKE 3, and the 
consequences include 10 minutes of time out and a note home to parents. 

 
 

         
           READY FOR ACTION   
 

 
TAKE 1 

 
    

TAKE 2 
  
   TAKE 3 

 
 

The clip chart described above addresses individual behavior, and we use our 
Walk of Fame to help us earn points towards a class reward.  When the class as 

a whole is listening well, doing an above-average job and/or receives a 
compliment from another teacher, a star will be added to the Walk of Fame.  

When all ten stars are earned, we’ll roll the dice to find out our reward.  It may 
be show and tell, a movie, no homework, using scented markers, free time or 

having a special day (Wacky Hair, etc.)  
 

Classroom Tickets 
 

There will be times when OPTIONAL activities will be available to the students.  
You may see them come home in the form of packets or letters – they’ll always 
be labeled OPTIONAL.  As a reward for doing “extra credit,” optional activities 

will earn your child tickets.  Depending upon the activity, 1 or more tickets can 
be earned.  Your child has an envelope in his/her stay in school folder, and will 
be responsible for saving and keeping track of the tickets that are earned.  If 

tickets are lost or misplaced, they will not be replaced.  Your child will be able to 
trade in tickets in this way: 

 
2 tickets    = a scented sticker 
4 tickets   =   a homework pass 

8 tickets   =   a choice from the prize box 
 

Tickets are not rewards for behavior; they are given only for doing optional, 
extra credit activities.  If your child chooses to do an extra credit activity of 

his/her own creation, I will reward him/her with a ticket or two. 
 

Let’s hear it for hard-working second graders!! 

CLIP	CHART	 WALK	OF	FAME		



 
 

ABOUT THE TEACHER 
 

I’ve been teaching here at Dickerson since 1988!!!  I’ve taught kindergarten, 
first, and now second grade.  I live here in Chester Township with my husband 

Eric.   My daughter Rebecca works as a dietician at the Hospital for Special 
Surgery in Manhattan, and now lives on the Upper East Side.  She received her 
entire education in Chester, and was more than well prepared for college and 

the job market!   
 

I received my bachelor’s from Rutgers University in New Brunswick (Go Scarlet 
Knights!) and my master’s from Kean College in Union.  But most of my 

“expertise” has come from the countless teacher/student experiences I’ve 
had…and I wouldn’t trade a single one! 

 
I am a proud book-a-holic and I think I am singularly responsible for the success 

of amazon.com!! One of my great joys – finding that perfect book to go with a 
lesson.   

 
I love to use music in the classroom.  That’s NOT to say I’m a singer, but I fake it 

well and there are always CDs and youtube to back me up!  So don’t be 
surprised if your child is singing at home – it’s all my fault! 

 
 

I’m a lifelong Shirley Temple fan, and in recent years have gotten to know 
Shirley’s own family…..the whole experience has been a dream come true!  J 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



DAILY SCHEDULE 

 

8:30-8:50 Arrival 
 

8:50-9:10 Morning Meeting 
 

9:10-9:30 Reading Mini Lesson 
 

9:30-10:20 Guided Reading/ Centers 

 

10:20-11:00  Writing  
  

11:05-12:05 Lunch and Recess 

 

12:10-1:10 Math 
 

1:15-2:00 Science/ Social Studies 

 

2:00-2:15 Snack and Pack  
 

2:15-3:05 Related Arts 
 

3:05-3:15 Dismissal  
 



A Parent’s Guide to  

SECOND 
GRADE 

Homework 
 
 

 
 
 



OVERVIEW 
For most second graders, homework is not a new concept.  

Hopefully, your child established good work and study habits in first 
grade and will be able to use them when completing second grade 
assignments. 

Your child will usually have homework Monday through Thursday.  
Some second grade teachers hand out homework packets on Monday, 
and then require the papers to be brought in by Friday.  Other 
teachers, myself included, prefer to give a homework assignment daily, 
and it is due back the following day, unless otherwise noted.  This 
helps to establish a routine for your child and to develop the 
responsibility of completing an assignment and returning it to school 
each day.  If your child was unable to complete the assignment, please 
write me a note of explanation and have your child finish it as soon as 
possible.  There IS a grade on the second grade report card for 
turning in homework responsibly and in a timely manner.  I do not look 
in a child’s folder, so your child must remember to turn in each 
assignment, placing it in the homework basket on the blue shelf near 
the pencil sharpener.  If your child does not, I will send home a 
reminder note.  Generally, your child will receive his/her homework 
back that same day, and you’ll know that I’ve seen it because I’ve 
marked it with my trademark “scented marker” symbols (heart, happy 
face, star, etc.!)  I may make comments when necessary. 

Assignments will come home in your child’s folder, and although 
some papers are labeled “Homework,” any blank or unfinished work is 
to be considered homework as well, unless otherwise noted.  
Generally, homework should take no longer than 20 minutes.  If your 
child is consistently spending longer on it each night, please let me 
know.  Second grade homework is meant to act as a reinforcement of 
concepts learned in class.  It should not be overly difficult for your 
child to complete on his/her own or with a little guidance from a 
parent.  If your child requires MUCH assistance in completing 
homework, please let me know.  All homework should be written in 
PENCIL, unless otherwise noted.  



Please make sure your child writes his/her name on each 
assignment, and a parent needs to SIGN the homework each night. 
Parents often ask “Should I correct my child’s homework?”  The 
answer is “Yes!”  Help your child to realize why the mistakes were 
made. If your child has difficulty with a particular concept and makes 
many errors, help him/her to correct them and write me a note so that 
I can reteach that skill. 

When your child is absent, he/she can return the assignment 
upon returning to school.  While absent, papers (including homework 
and class assignments) will be placed on your child’s desk.  When 
he/she returns, these can be done as homework as well.  All missed 
home and classwork are expected to be completed and returned. They 
are not all due back in one day, however.  If your child is absent due to 
illness, you can always call the office and request to pick up your 
child’s assignments.  If your child is absent because of a planned 
vacation, he/she will not be given assignments to take with him/her; 
they will be waiting for your child when he/she returns. 
Please feel free to contact me with any homework questions! 
 

MATERIALS NEEDED FOR HOMEWORK 
Most often your child will need only a sharpened pencil or a set 

of crayons to complete homework assignments.  Occasionally, 
homework may involve gluing or playing games, so these materials are 
good to have at home:     Sharp pencils with erasers       Crayons, markers, 
colored pencils    Glue/Tape   Scissors    Dotted dice    Real coins    Pawns 
(game markers) 

SCHEDULE 
Homework will begin the first full week of school. I usually 

follow a homework schedule, listed below, but it is subject to 
change, particular during short weeks. 

Every night – read for at least 15 minutes 
       Monday – spelling      Tuesday –poetry      Wednesday – math 

Thursday – phonics/reading comprehension/keyboarding practice 
Friday – enjoy the weekend OR  

check my website to see next week’s spelling words! 
 



 
SPELLING:  Each Monday your child will receive a list of 10 phonetic words, 
5 high frequency words and a sentence to study (consistent among all second 
grade classes).  Your child will begin to study these words as well as 
complete the accompanying spelling assignment.  Spelling homework is in a 
menu format.  Your child can choose which way they’d like to practice their 
spelling words from the menu choices.  Each Friday we will have our spelling 
test. Your child must spell the words correctly and write the sentence using 
spacing, capitalization and punctuation.  Some second grade classes give an 
additional five BONUS/CHALLENGE/PERSONAL words.  In our class, 
however, we will have five additional words but they will be SURPRISE 
words.  These words will follow the phonics concept taught this week (or 
previously) or may be former high-frequency words.  For example, if a 
spelling word is WALK, the surprise word might be CHALK or TALKING.  
This enables me to see if your child is applying the phonics concepts, and not 
simply memorizing the words for the test.  Later in the year, the five 
additional words will be synonyms for commonly used words (such as 
CHEERFUL and ELATED as synonyms for HAPPY) It’s a good idea to keep all 
of your spelling lists so that they can be reviewed frequently.  

 When the spelling test is given on Fridays, each error your child 
makes (including missing capitals and punctuation) counts as minus one.   
There is a specific grade on our report card for spelling tests. 
In addition, there is usually an OPTIONAL sign language spelling assignment, 
often printed on colored paper.  Many students enjoy this and will receive a 
scented sticker, homework pass or a choice from the prize box.  
 
POETRY:  We learn many poems in second grade.  On poetry nights (usually 
Tuesdays), your child will take home the poem and the accompanying 
assignment on the back in his/her take home folder.  Your child will also take 
home his/her Poetry Binder.  After reading the poem at home and 
completing the assignment, your child should place the poem in the binder 
and then read to you several “old” poems as a review.  The Poetry Binder, 
with the poem inside, then comes back to school the next day.   Your child 
will show me the binder and I will mark the poem. 
 
MATH: Math assignments are often worksheet reviews that come from our 
Pearson math program.  They are often double-sided, so be sure to look on 
both sides.  Occasionally, I’ll send home a math game to play with a family 



member; these are great fun!  Allow your child to use counters or other 
manipulatives when adding or subtracting, particularly in the beginning of the 
year. 
 
PHONICS/READING COMPREHENSION/KEYBOARDING:  On Thursdays 
your child will either complete a phonics concept review or read a paragraph 
and answer comprehension questions.  These assignments are often double-
sided, so be sure to turn them over!  Sometimes, your child will have a 
keyboarding assignment that he/she will need to complete on the computer 
and print out.  There will always be an alternate assignment if you have no 
computer access.  On occasion, the homework on Thursdays will be from 
another subject area, so be sure to check my eBoard if you need 
clarification.  I will usually post the type of homework on my eBoard so you 
know what assignment to look for on any given day, in case your child 
forgets!! 
 
EVERY NIGHT:  Now that your child is becoming an independent reader, 
he/she should be reading either alone or to you for AT LEAST 15 minutes 
each day.  The more your child reads, the better reader he/she will become.  
There may be some times in the year when I will send home a reading 
minutes log to track the progress of your second grader.  Your child can 
read his/her library book, a book from home or the book he/she has taken 
home in the book-in-a-bag that will begin coming home later in the fall. 
 
 TAKE HOME BOOKS-IN-A-BAG:  Beginning in October, your child will 
choose a book from the classroom library to take home and read.  These 
books are always due back the following Thursday.  More information about 
this will come home later! 

 
 

LONG RANGE PROJECTS 
Occasionally your child will have a more complex assignment/project.  I will 
always give your child ample time to complete these and a note of 
explanation will always accompany the assignment.  Some projects are 
mandatory, and over the year they may include a family tree and a book-in-a-
bag report.  Other projects will be optional, and may include dinosaur and 
state reports as well as monthly math challenges (and these can be VERY 



challenging!!).  Be sure to follow all time frames and due dates – projects are 
always accepted early! 

 
NO HOMEWORK/HOMEWORK PASSES 

There will be times when the class earns a reward for good behavior, and at 
times that reward may be a “no homework” day.  I will try to mark that on 
my website so that you are aware of it.  Your child may also buy a  homework 
pass with his/her tickets.  If your child wishes to use it, it must be stapled 
to the assignment and a parent MUST SIGN the assignment, so that I know 
that YOU know that your child is skipping this assignment. 

 
CLASSWORK 

Of course, many of the items coming home in your child’s folder will 
represent the work done in class.  Your child will bring home work that we 
may have completed as a class.  These papers will usually not have any of my 
“signature” markings on them.   Some skillsheets your child will do 
independently, or with a minimum of guidance from me.  I will usually mark 
these with a quick drawing in a scented marker.  If there are errors that 
I’ve noticed (and yes, I’ve been known to miss a few!!) I will circle it so that 
your child can try it again.  You will also see papers coming home with simple 
checkmarks on them; these are from their daily centers, and while I do give 
them a cursory glance for correctness, I am generally checking that they 
have handed them in and that I have seen them.  If your child is out of the 
room at speech, special class, an extended nurse’s visit, etc., he/she may 
miss a classroom assignment; these will come home unmarked but should be 
completed and returned the next day. 

 
Too many papers in your child’s folder???!!   I feel your pain!!  Be sure 
to ask me any questions you may have about anything that comes home!  

I try to answer emails promptly! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


